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3  February 2010
PRESS RELEASE – Connect response to the NAO Report: 

Progress in improving stroke care
Embargoed until 0001 hours Wednesday 3 February 2010
Local Authorities MUST work harder to meet the needs of people with Stroke
Connect - the communication disability network today welcomed the findings of the National Audit Office Report, Progress in Improving Stroke Care and urged Local Authorities to “lift their game” and improve community care services and support for people living with stroke.
The report, a follow-up from the NAO’s 2005 report on Stroke Services, highlights a number of significant improvements in the acute care of stroke patients but also reports that this positive progress is not being matched by effective post-hospital support.  
“It’s time for action. This report sets a clear challenge to social care providers and primary care trusts to work more effectively together to ensure that people living with stroke and aphasia get the support services they need to re-connect with life.” said Phyllis Campbell-McRae, CEO of Connect. 
Stroke does not end when a person leaves hospital. People live with stroke and aphasia for the rest of their lives. Many organisations have the skills and experience to support the NHS and local authorities to do this.  Let’s work together to make it happen for people with stroke and aphasia”.
Connect supports the need identified by The National Audit Office for:

· clarity about standards and resourcing for long term services

· information for people to know who to go to or what is available to them after hospital (identified on p8);
· co-ordination between sectors including the third sector (identified on p15);
· training of healthcare staff including involving people with communication disability.
Ends

Additional information

1. Aphasia is a communication disability usually caused by stroke, the leading cause of disability in the UK.
2. Each person with aphasia experiences it differently. Some people cannot speak at all; some people have just a few words. Others can no longer read, write or use numbers. 

3. Everyday activities such as having a conversation, answering the phone, watching television, may suddenly become a source of profound frustration and anxiety both for the person with aphasia and for their families, friends and carers.

4. Every 11 minutes three people have a stroke in the UK. One of them will have aphasia. 

5. There are currently about 250,000 people living with aphasia in the UK alone.

6. Connect: Find out more about aphasia, case studies of people with aphasia and  the work that Connect does and how to support it by visiting www.ukconnect.org
7. Connect DVD available on homepage of website.
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